The raillway children

"The railway children" is
the most famous novel of
a British writer Edith
Nesbit, who was born in
1858 in Surrey.
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Word games

Find 10 words.
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Word games

Find 10 words.
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aloud /alaud/ (adv) scnyx

bang /bew/ (n) Tpeck, rpoxor

become Mbikam/ (V) craHoBHTLCA

bell /bel/ (n) 3s80HOK

bit /b1 (n) kycouek, yacTuuya

charm Afa:'m/ (n) obasHue, npUBNEKATENbHOCTD

convenience /kanvinians (n) yaobcrso

cross /kms/ (adj) cepauTbin, pasaparkeHHbIH

darken /da:"kan/ (V) ompauars

dreadful /dredfol/ (adj) y)xkacHbin, CTpaLHbIA

electric nlgkink/ (adj) anekTpu4ecKkun

estate agent /istent exdsont/ (N) areHT NO HEABHXXKMMOCTH

exactly /igzzkili/ (adv) Touro

explain /iksplein/ (v) obvacHaT

extremely /ikstrimli/ (adv) ypessbivanHo

famous /feimoas/ (adj) u3secTHbin

French window /frentf windou/ (n) asycTeopuartoe OKHO
A0 nona, Asepb 8 can

funnily /fanili/ (adv) cmewwo, 3abasHo

heap /hip/ (n) kyua, yima

inexperience /inikspiarians/ (N) HEONbLITHOCTL

intention /intenf’r/ (N) HamepeHue

interestingly /intrastipli/ (adv) nHTepecHo, 3aHumarTensHo

invent /invent (v) usobperarb

last Nla:st/ (V) anuThCH, NPOAO/MKATLCA

large /lg:"dy (adj) Bonbuwon

lovely /avli/ (adj) npekpacHbiv

loving Navin/ (adj) nobawmn

means /minz/ (n) cpeacTso

merry /meri/ (adj) secensin

model engine /mpd®l endsin/ (N) Mogens aAsurarens
mumps /mamps/ (N) ceuxka (Meq.)
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novel /npv?l/ (n) pomaw

nursemaid /nz:'smeid/ (n) HAHR

nursery /nz:'sari/ (N) perckas komHara
occasion /akeiz’n/ (n) caywaw, nosog
ordinary /x'dinri/ (adj) oBbiuHbIA
pantomime /pzntamainy/ (N) nasroMmuma
passage /pesidy/ (n) kopuaop

perfect /pxfikv (adj) cosepuwenHbiin, HeaynpeyHbii
perfection /pa'fgkfPr/ (n) cosepleHcTso
poem /pouiny (N) cTuxorsopeHune
poetry /pouitri/ (N) no3asusa

popular /popivla’/ (adj) nonynspHbii
present /pnizent/ (V) aapuTts

pretty /priti/ (adj) npuaTHLIA, MUABIA
prove /pruv/ (V) Aokasbisatbh

publish /pabliff (v) usgasars

railway /reiflwer/ (n) »xenesnas gopora
refurnish /ri:f3;'niff (v) nepeobopynosars
reliable /mlaiab’l/ (adj) HagexHbIH
suburban /saba:bar/ (adj) npuropoaHbiv
suddenly /sad®nli/ (adv) sHe3anwo, sapyr
support /sop2:'/ (V) noanepx1sarb
suppose /sapouz/ (V) nonarartb

tender /ftienda’/ (N) BaroHeTka ¢ yrnem
tiled naild/ (adj) sbinoXeHHbIH NAUTKON
unjust /andsast (adj) Hecnpasegnusbii
well-loved /wel lavd/ (adj) scemu mobumbiit

Phrasal Verbs

get over (ph v) nepeHectu, npeogoners

go off (phr v) s3opsarbcs

grow up (phr v) nosspocners

make up (phr v) cocrasnate, npuaymbisaTs
turn out (phr v) oka3ssisarsca

Phrases

over and done with (phr) noAHOCTbIO 3aKOHYEHHbIN
pay calls (phr) HaHocuTb BHM3UTDLI



Correct order

Put these phrases in the correct order to get a dialogue.

Amy, hi, | haven't seen you for ages!

{:' It's a new book by my favourite writer, Christine Oleanda  }

{:' Wow, that sounds amazing. I'm really into fantasy books.  }

{:- Hmm, sounds interesting. What is it about? ':}

{:' Eric, nice to see you! Oh, | see you are reading, what book is it? ':}

{:- lt's a fantasy book about dragons, magic and elves.  }




Correct order

Put these phrases in the correct order to get a dialogue.

Amy, hi, | haven't seen you for ages!

Eric, nice to see you! Oh, | see you are reading, what book is it?

It's a new book by my favourite writer, Christine Oleanda

Hmm, sounds interesting. What is it about?

lt's a fantasy book about dragons, magic and elves.

Wow, that sounds amazing. I'm really into fantasy books.




Word cloud

Learn new words.
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1 Look at the picture and the title. When do you
think the story took place? Read the biography
to find out.
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Edith Nesbit (1858-1924) ;
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Edith Nesbit was born in
Surrey. After she got
married in 1880, she started
writing children’s poems
and stories to help support
her large family. Her writing
was very popular. Her well-
known stories include Five Children and It
(1902) and The Phoenix and the Carpet (1904).
Altogether, she published more than 40 novels
before her death in 1924,

Nesbit's most famous and well-loved story is
The Railway Children (1906). The novel is
about the adventures of a middle Cclass
Edwardian family living near a railway station
in the suburbs of London at the turn of the 19th
century. In 1970, the book was made into an
extremely successtul film.
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Chapter I: The Beginning of Things
hey were not railway children to begin with. |
T don't suppose they had ever thought about
railways except as a means of getting to the
pantomime, Zoological Gardens and Madame
Tussauds. They were just ordinary suburban children,
and they lived with their father and mother in an
ordinary red-brick-fronted villa, with coloured glass in
the front door, a tiled passage that was called a hall, a
bathroom with hot and cold water, electric bells,
French windows, a good deal of white paint, and
‘every modern convenience’, as the estate agents say.
There were three of them. Roberta was the eldest. Of
course, mothers never have favourites, but if their
mother had had a favourite, it might have been
Roberta. Next came Peter, who wished to be an
engineer when he grew up; and the youngest was
Phyllis, who meant extremely well.
Mother did not spend all her time paying dull calls to
dull ladies, and sitting dully at home waiting for dull
ladies to pay calls to her. She was almost always there,
ready to play with the children, and read to them, and
help them to do their home lessons. Besides this, she
used to write stories for them while they were at
school, and read them aloud after tea, and she always
made up funny pieces of poetry for their birthdays and
for other great occasions, such as the refurnishing of
the doll's house, or the time when they were getting
over the mumps.
These three lucky children always had everything they
needed: pretty clothes, a lovely nursery with heaps of
toys and a Mother Goose' wallpaper. They had a kind
and merry nursemaid?, and a dog who was called
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James, and who was their very own. They also had a

father who was just perfect - never cross, never
unjust, and always ready for a game - at least, if at
any time he was not ready, he always had an excellent
reason for it, and explained the reason to the children
so interestingly and funnily that they felt sure he had
to doit.

You will think that they ought to have been very
happy. And so they were, but they did not know how
happy till the pretty life in the Red Villa was over and
done with, and they had to live a very different life
indeed.

The dreadful change came quite suddenly.

Peter had a birthday - his tenth. Among his presents
was a model engine more perfect than you could ever
have dreamed of. The other presents were full of
charm, but the engine was fuller of charm than any of
the others were.

Its charm lasted in its full perfection for exactly three
days. Then, owing either to Peter’s inexperience or
Phyllis’s good intentions, or to some other cause, the
engine suddenly went off with a bang. James was so
frightened that he went out and did not come back all
day. All the Noah's Ark® people who were in the
tender* were broken to bits, but nothing else was hurt
except the poor little engine and the feelings of Peter.
The others said he cried over it - but of course boys of
ten do not cry, however terrible the tragedies may be
which darken their lot. He said that his eyes were red
because he had a cold. This turned out to be true,
though Peter did not know it was when he said it, the
next day he had to go to bed and stay there.

1 A character in a nursery rhyme.

2 A woman paid to look after young children.

3 A large ship built by Noah, with 2 of each kind of animal on board.
4 An open vehicle behind a train engine used to carry coal,
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Explain words in bold

- they were ordinary suburban - merry nursemaid

- tiled (passage) that was called a hall - Never cross, never unjust

- electric bells, French windows - pretty life was over and done with
- as the estate agents say - a model engine

- calls to dull ladies - presents were full of charm

- read them aloud after tea - charm lasted for three days

- refurnishing of the doll’s house - Peter’s inexperience

- getting over a mumps - Phillis’s good intentions

- a lovely nursery with heaps of toys - went off with a bang



Match the highlighted phrasal verbs with their meanings

Recovering from, proved to be, became an adult, invented, exploded

1. Grewup - became an adult
2. Made up - invented
3. Getting over - recovering from
4. \Went off - exploded

5. Turned out - proved to be



Explain the underlined phrases in the text in your own words

1. Every modern convenience

2.  Who meant extremely well

3. Paying dull calls

4. Who was there very own

5. Its charm lasted in its full perfection
6. Broken to bits

7. Darken their lot



Before they were ‘The Railway Children’, the
children ...

A always loved the railway.

B only used the railway to go to the zoo.

C just saw the railway as a means of transport.
D never travelled by train. 3

Mother spent most of her time ...
A visiting old ladies.

B sitting at home.

C writing poetry.

& oy
I |
The children’s father often ... '

D helping her children.
A got angry.

B made excuses.
C told funny jokes.

| I
D played with them. a/I ‘ ‘ a
The exploding engine didn’t ... [
A frighten the dog.
B hurt Peter’s feelings.
C injure Peter. e

D break the Noah's Ark people.

Peter went to bed because ...

A he was very upset.

B he had caught a cold.

C he had a problem with his eyes.
D the others told him to.
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Thank you for your attention!
The lesson is over!

Good bye!



